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Out-of-state vehicle 


registration illegal in Oregon 


hree people in Eugene were recently 

convicted on federal charges of illegally 
registering recreational vehicles in Oregon for 
out-of-state residents. This practice not only 
enabled the owners to avoid any tax or 
registration fee in their home states, but took 
valuable revenue away from those states as well. 

Illegal registration by out-of-state residents is 
not new. Oregon’s relatively “low” registration 
cost of $15 per year on most passenger vehicles 
makes illegal registration very tempting — 
especially to persons from other states where the 
registration fee can be hundreds of dollars when 
based on the value of the vehicle. 

But recreational vehicle registration is the “big 
ticket” item for this illegal activity. Many states 
charge a registration fee or tax on RVs based on 
the vehicle’s value. For instance, in California, a 
38-foot motor home valued at $100,000 would 
cost more than $10,000 to register for the first 
year. That figure includes licensing and 
registration fees, plus a county tax of between 7 
and 8 percent. In Oregon, the same motor home 
would cost just $224 to register for two years, with 
a base fee of $84, plus $5 for every foot more than 
10 feet. 

According to Lana Tribbey, manager of DMV’s 
Vehicle Programs, DMV employees look out for 
suspicious addresses on registration applications, 
but it’s difficult to determine. 

“Sometimes, local addresses or drop box 


numbers will be identified as being used for 
illegal registration, but since customers can do 
business at any DMV office statewide, the staff in 
another town may not be aware of the scam,” 
Tribbey said. 

Tribbey said that there are legal reasons 
persons drive Oregon-licensed cars in other states, 
such as college students living away from home or 
military personnel who make their home in 
another state. 

But the problem is big enough in Oregon’s 
“border states” that local law enforcement patrol 
roads and highways looking for residents who 
have registered their cars in Oregon. 

“Many people are doing it out of ignorance, 
with no intent to cheat,” Tribbey said. “But there 
are definitely some people who know that what 
they are doing is against the law.” 

Consequently, the Oregon DMV is gearing up 
to begin an educational campaign for out-of-state 
residents and recreational vehicle interest groups 
about registering vehicles in Oregon. 

“We want to get the word out that you can’t 
register a vehicle in Oregon unless you live here,” 
she said. “With more public awareness, we can 
assure that vehicles registered in Oregon truly 
belong here — and help restore some of the 
revenue other states lose when people register 
their vehicles in Oregon illegally.” (Written by 
Natalie Barnes, DMV public information 
representative, 503/986-3441.) W 


Oregon Department 
of Transportation 


S tate law says that only residents who live 
(or are “domiciled”) in Oregon can 
register their vehicles here. A person becomes 
a resident of Oregon by being gainfully 
employed in the state or doing any one of 


the following: 

> Remaining in the state for a consecutive 
period of six months or more. 

P Placing children in a public school 
without paying non-resident tuition 
fees. 

P Declaring to be a resident to get a state 
license or resident rate tuition fees at an 
educational institution maintained by 
public fund. 

> Maintaining a main office, branch 
office or warehouse facility in Oregon 
and operating motor vehicles in the 
state. 

P Operating motor vehicles in intrastate 
transportation for a living (other than 
seasonal agricultural work). V 


-ODOT's Region 4 working on partnership with 
the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 


iss 


e’ve agreed to keep dating, but there are no 

wedding plans yet,” announced Mike 
Clements, chief operations officer of the 
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, following a 
meeting this spring to discuss a partnership 
between the tribes and ODOT’s Region 4. The 
two entities have engaged in a yearlong process to 
identify and resolve common issues, and establish 
relationships between ODOT staff and their 
counterparts with the tribal government. 

The Warm Springs Reservation straddles the 

borders of Wasco and Jefferson counties and 
contains portions of two state highways. With its 


Inside... 


Highest priority interstate bridge 
undergoes seismic retrofit. 


own system of government, and different rules 
and regulations than the surrounding counties, 
Region 4 Manager Steve Macnab felt that the 
tribes presented a unique partnering opportunity. 
He approached Clements about strengthening the 
tribes’ relationship with ODOT and the two 
leaders set about bringing the organizations 
together. 

At an initial meeting held last year, working 
groups were formed to tackle such issues as 
employment, highway maintenance, and the 
impact of construction projects on the 
reservation. Both groups learned more about how 


Ashland truck inspector wins 1998 
Oregon Inspection Challenge. 


each entity was organized and how decisions were 
made within tribal government and at ODOT. 

Each group left the meeting with some 
directives for future meetings. For example, a 
speaker from the tribes attended a meeting of all 
the region’s managers to talk about cultural 
differences and tribal organization. 

Last March, those working groups came 
together for an update and discussion on where to 
take the budding partnership. 

“Since the governor’s directive last summer 
said the state would treat tribes as sovereign 
nations, we've been approached by a variety of 
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What can Oregon expect from a 
federal transportation funding 
package? 


Both trained EMTs 
Vale crew saves man in diabetic distress 


s you drive down the highway, 
Ase notice a human figure 
slumped over on the side of the road. 
You momentarily consider stopping, 
but the person doesn’t appear to be 
suffering from anything that isn’t 
self-induced, and besides, youre in a 
hurry. Then there’s always your 
personal safety to consider. Anyway, 
he’s probably fine, right? 

When faced with this kind of 
situation, many people would have 
continued on, but two members of 
the District 14 Bridge Crew decided 
to stop. By doing so, they probably 
saved a man’s life. 

On April 1, Jesse Collins and John 
Coleman were en route on U.S. 20/26 
from Vale to Ontario when they noticed a man 
propped up on one elbow in the ditch on the 
side of the road. Rather than continuing on, 
they decided to stop and see if the man was 
okay. Although he appeared listless, when 
asked how he felt, he replied he felt fine. 
However, to Collins and Coleman, who both 
have been trained as Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs) and are members of local 
volunteer ambulance services, the person 
exhibited classic symptoms of a diabetic 
suffering from low blood sugar levels. 


District 14 Bridge Crew members Jesse Collins, left, and John Coleman, right, used 
their emergency medical technician training to help a Vale area man through a 
medical crisis. 


Collins and Coleman immediately called the 
emergency dispatch in Vale, but as they waited 
for an ambulance to arrive the man’s condition 
worsened. When the ambulance arrived with 
only a driver, Coleman, who volunteered to 
ride to Ontario with the patient, began admin- 
istering a glucose gel to raise the victim’s blood 
sugar level. Blood sugar level tests performed 
by Coleman showed the patient had a reading 
of 24. A blood sugar reading between 80 and 
100 is considered dangerously low to most 
diabetics. 


Seismic retrofit program 
prepares bridges for the big one 


DOT is working to hold the state’s 
bridges together if things get shaky. 

Oregon geologists say it’s not a matter of if, 
but when a major earthquake strikes. Bridges 
rank among the structures most susceptible to 
quakes. 

Following a California earthquake in the late 
1980s, Oregon transportation officials began to 
prepare for the inevitable by developing a 
seismic retrofit program to inventory and 
prioritize bridges that could be susceptible to 
earthquake damage. 

This month, ODOT will begin retrofitting 
its highest priority interstate bridge — the I-5 
span across the Willamette River at Wilsonville. 

To retrofit the Boone Bridge, crews will tie 
the beams on each end of the bridge together 
with metal rods allowing for controlled 
movement in the event of a quake. The goal is 
to have the structure stay intact and sway 
during an earthquake rather than break apart. 
By comparison, traditional bridge designs 
allowed for only a limited degree of flexibility. 

In addition, isolation bearings will be placed 
on the inside deck supports to diffuse energy 
and motion and provide even greater flexibil- 
ity. 

Keeping bridges together is the first phase of 
the retrofitting process. Phase 2 work, which 
would strengthen bridge columns and footings, 
is much more expensive. Most state bridges are 
expected to receive Phase | retrofitting. 

New and retrofitted bridges should stand a 
better chance of surviving a temblor because 
they are built to seismic design standards that 
exceed recommended federal requirements, 
according to State Bridge Engineer Terry Shike. 


“No design can guarantee a bridge from any 
possible damage during a severe quake,” Shike 
said. “The goal is to keep the bridge opera- 
tional after a quake to allow emergency sup- 
plies and services to reach their destinations.” 

In addition to the earthquake work on the 
Boone Bridge, crews will replace bridge joints 
and repair the aging bridge deck. The six-lane 
bridge, built in 1953 and widened in 1970, 
carries more than 100,000 vehicles per day. 

Since bridge designs were updated in 1990, 
some older bridges have been reinforced and 
new bridges feature current seismic standards. 
So far, about 90 state highway bridges have 
been upgraded. More than 1,800 state-owned 
bridges, however, need to be strengthened at a 
cost of $1.2 billion. Limited funding has 
permitted the state to spend only about $2 
million each year upgrading bridges to higher 
earthquake standards. (Written by Ron Scheele, 
Region 1 public information representative, 503/ 
731-8263.) W 


Correction 


The April TranScript story, Study says 
ODOT and Jackson County can save 
millions, contained a factual error. Staff 

of the Business Process Review Team 

of ODOT Financial Services, and the 
performance auditor in the ODOT Audit & 
Review Section performed the study. The 
role of the Secretary of State Audits 
Division was quality control and oversight. 
We apologize for the error. 


Once the patient arrived at the 
hospital he received a shot containing 
a sugar-water mixture, ate a few 
sandwiches, and, with his blood sugar 
at a safe level, was back to normal 
within half an hour. 

Although everything turned out 
well in the end, if Collins and 
Coleman had not stopped to assist the 
man he could have suffered from 
insulin shock, a condition that is life 
threatening. 

“Tm really proud of the way these 
guys responded to the situation. 
Because they acted quickly and used 
their heads, they probably saved this 
guy’s life,” said Rod Eden, District 14 
Trades Crew Manager. 

Collins and Coleman are a little more 
modest in their appraisal of the situation; “Part 
of maintaining a safe highway system means 
helping people who are in trouble. We’re just 
glad everything turned out okay.” (Written by 
Scott Fairley, Region 5 public information 
representative, 541/963-1330.) W 


Construction 
safety fair 
informs 
community 


egion | held its first ever Construction 

Safety Fair last month at the French 
American International School in South- 
west Portland. 

The fair was part of ODOT’s ongoing 
efforts to maintain continuous communica- 
tion with the community during Phase One 
construction of the Camelot to Sylvan 
Interchange project along U.S. 26 in Port- 
land. 

Outdoor and indoor displays provided 
fair visitors with safety tips, suggestions and 
materials. The fair also provided insight into 
the roles and responsibilities of construction 
workers, motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists. 

ODOT and Vancouver, Wash., contractor 
EE. Ward were on hand to provide construc- 
tion updates, and discuss information 
resources and tools. 

Though the first phase of construction 
does not directly impact the Sunset Highway, 
it does affect the ramps and neighboring 
streets to and from the highway system. 

“This project has brought construction 
into the backyards of the community,” said 
ODOT Public Outreach Coordinator Mark 
Shippen. “Our goal is to keep the community 
informed of ODOT’s activities and provide 
safe passage in and through the area.” 

The fair was free, and both adult and 
children attended. Children, accompanied by 
an adult, received a special “just for kids” 
safety packet as they left the fair. (Written by 
Kathy Conrad, Region 1 Community Affairs, 
503/731-8337.) W 


Ashland inspector will 
compe?ie ai national 
truck competition 


AG ODOT motor carrier enforcement 
officer will represent Oregon at an 
international competition for truck inspectors 
this summer. Angela Rose-Lane is the winner 
of the 1998 Oregon contest of truck inspectors. 
Rose-Lane has been crawling under big rigs 
checking brakes, axles and chassis since she 
began working for the state in 1996. She has 
inspected nearly 500 trucks while employed at 
the Ashland Port of Entry. 

Rose-Lane won the right to represent 
Oregon this August at the Challenge ’98 
Inspection Competition, held as part of the 
National Truck Rodeo in Long Beach, Calif. 

“T was ecstatic to find out that I won the 
Oregon competition,” Rose-Lane said. “I was 
very happy that the judges chose me over a 
group of extremely qualified people. I know 


the competition will be tough, 
and I’m going there with the 
desire to win. I am determined 
to make Oregon proud.” 

Rose-Lane said she expects 
to spend a lot of her own time 
training and preparing herself 
for the event. 

“Challenge 98 features 
several hands-on truck 
inspections, including a hazardous materials 
inspection and a tank truck inspection,” she 
said. “I’m sure the time I spend in extra 
training will be well worth it, from a profes- 
sional as well as from a competitive standpoint. 
Pll do everything I can to bring the interna- 
tional championship to Oregon.” 

The state truck inspection competition has 


Motor Carrier Transportation Branch Manager Gregg Dal Ponte, left, extends 
his congratulations to Angela Rose-Lane, right, winner of the 1998 Oregon 
Inspection Challenge. 


been held annually since 1993, with the 
champion representing Oregon at each year’s 
international contest. This summer’s competi- 
tion will feature 60 inspectors representing 
nearly every state, as well as jurisdictions in 
Canada and Mexico. (Written by Mac 
McGowan, Motor Carrier public information 
representative, 503/986-3451.) W 


Elk Creek Tunnel timbers placed in Mosier 


Tunnel and Sandy River Bridge 


he $4 million rehabilitation of historic Elk 

Creek Tunnel in Region 3 recently was 
completed on schedule and without a hitch, 
but with several interesting twists. 

The tunnel, located near Elkton on Oregon 
38, was built in 1931 and was a maintenance 
problem for the last few years. Dripping water 
formed icicles in winter, heavy rains caused 
rocks to fall inside the tunnel, the lighting 


system was outdated, and the historic Port 
Orford cedar lining was deteriorated. Low 
clearance and narrow lanes posed another 
problem — when large trucks met in the middle 
of the tunnel, they would hug the outside of 
their lanes and chip the cedar ceiling lining. 

Last October, the Industrial Company and 
American Mine Services began a joint venture 
to fix the tunnel. 


‘Maintenance academy blows 
winter from mountain highway 


DOT’s Winter Maintenance Training 
Academy brought 16 maintenance 
employees to the Cascade Lakes Highway near 
Mt. Bachelor in early May to learn more about 

snow removal techniques. 

Crews learned new plowing maneuvers and 
practiced their skills on the snow-covered 
highway, which is beyond the snow gates at Mt. 
Bachelor. Owned and maintained by Deschutes 
County, ODOT “borrowed” the road for the 
training. 

ODOT instructors 
from throughout the 
state came to the site to 
give personalized 
training to the mainte- 
nance students. The 
students came from 
mountain pass high- 
way crews and in- 
cluded recently hired 
and long-term employ- 
ees. Each student spent 
several hours on each 
piece of equipment 
with an instructor 
standing by. The 
academy provided a 


more peaceful environment to work with the 
equipment than having to battle traffic and the 
stress of trying to keep the road open for motor- 
ists. 

Deschutes County also garnered a benefit 
from the training. Up to six snow blowers 
working in tandem cleared the road for the 
county, which then had the option to open the 
road early for recreationists. The highway usually 
is not free of snow until the first part of June. VW 


Four snow blowers remove snow from the Cascade Lakes Highway near Mt. Bachelor. 


Work included stabilizing the interior with 
rock dowels, installing new shotcrete lining, and 
constructing new, wider portals. A new high- 
tech lighting system will adjust automatically so 
drivers entering the tunnel will be able to see 
clearly. It also will allow motorists to exit the 
tunnel without becoming blinded by bright 
sunlight or darkness. A new bike-in-tunnel 
warning system also was installed. 

The tunnel was closed for construction six 
nights a week from October 5, 1997 to 
March 30. 

“Area residents preferred a night closure over 
several months rather than a daytime closure or 
full closure,” said Project Manager Bob Pappe. 

“Residents worked with us to find the best 
time for a closure, and we worked with them to 
accommodate their special needs, such as 
emergency vehicle traffic and additional signing 
about the closure times,” Pappe said. “Their 
attitude was incredible — this was an inconve- 
nience for them, but they really supported 
ODOT on this project.” 

About 650 pieces, or 57,000 board feet, of 
Port Orford cedar were removed from the 
tunnel and recycled, saving ODOT money. 
Approximately 350 pieces, or 30,000 board feet, 
will be used to replace existing support in the 
Mosier Tunnel on the Historic Columbia Gorge 
Highway. The remaining timbers will be used at 
the historic Sandy River Bridge in Troutdale. 

“After subtracting $25,000 to salvage these 
timbers, ODOT saved about $75,000 by recy- 
cling the cedar — purchasing new timber of this 
quality would cost more than $100,000,” said 
Pappe. 

And the final interesting twist — the con- 
tractors also worked with the city of Elkton and 
the Elkton school to provide fill material for the 
school’s track. 

At their April city council meetings, Pappe 
presented the cities of Elkton and Drain with 
pieces of the cedar with an attached plaque to 
commemorate the history of the tunnel. 
(Written by Megan Dugan, Region 3 public 
information representative, 541/957-3656.) W 
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‘Gac t column 


Improving ODOT’s project scheduling system 


4 
Dick Upton 
Project Systems Manager 


roject Leaders and Project Teams that 

build schedules for highway projects may 
find the going a bit easier as ODOT finds a 
simpler way to build and manage project 
schedules. 

Maintaining accurate schedules is important 
for more than managing projects. ODOT uses 
data from the Artemis/Schedule Publisher soft- 
ware system to manage many aspects of our 
construction program such as forecasting and 
managing resources, forecasting short- and long- 
term cash needs, and communicating with each 
other and with stakeholders. Having good 
scheduling information is key to running our 
business. 

Earlier this year the Scheduling System 
Steering Committee asked for an update on the 
status of Artemis/Schedule Publisher. Discussions 
with Project Leaders, Project Team members, and 
resource managers delivered a clear message: 
Project Development Teams are placing a lot of 
emphasis on project scheduling, which is helping 
deliver projects more effectively. But, the Artemis/ 
Schedule Publisher system is complex, difficult to 


work with and the schedule data in it often is not 
accurate. In short, Artemis/Schedule Publisher is 
not helping with project delivery. 


Project Leaders responsible for schedules 


When the Artemis/Schedule Publisher system 
was developed about eight years ago, Project 
Teams were responsible for project delivery and 
for the project schedule. The system was built to 
allow the people working on projects to update 
their progress and timelines. 

Project management has since evolved. Project 
Teams are now managed by Project Leaders who 
prepare and maintain project work plans, 
including budgets and schedules. Responsibility 
for project delivery and project schedules has 
been shifted from the Project Team to the Project 
Leader. 

Recognizing this shift, we are changing the way 
ODOT schedules projects. Short term, managing 
schedules in Artemis/Schedule Publisher will be 
made simpler. Long term, we will re-evaluate 
what ODOT needs in a project scheduling system 
and what software best supports those needs. 

Regarding short-term changes, the Scheduling 
System Steering Committee considered a wide 
range of alternatives — including shutting off the 
mainframe portion of Artemis/Schedule Publisher. 
Although attractive, this and other alternatives 
were eliminated because they would create other 
significant problems, require too much time or 
work, or did not really address the problem 
at hand. 


Scheduling process to be simpler 


The plan the committee adopted lets Project 
Leaders control schedules in Artemis/Schedule 
Publisher and store their schedules in the PC 
environment. Project Teams will no longer 
update activities and status. Project Leaders and 
Project Teams will no longer work with the 
mainframe. The central Artemis/Schedule Pub- 
lisher system manager will update the mainframe 
database by accessing schedules through Project 


Your Opinion Counts! 


DOT employees have an opportunity to 

express their opinions about the effective- 
ness of ODOT communications. By mid-May, 
every ODOT employee will receive a survey, 
the results of which will help guide future 
ODOT communications efforts. The surveys, 
which are confidential, will arrive through 
interagency mail. Employees may complete the 
surveys during the workday. 

“It’s important that every employee participate 
in the survey,’ said Deputy Director for Commu- 
nications Patrick Cooney. “The short amount of 
time it will take to complete the survey will be 
time well spent. The results of the survey will 
identify areas where we are communicating well, 
as well as target areas for improvement. The 1999 
ODOT Strategic Communications Plan will be 
based a lot on what is learned from this survey.” 

Employees will be asked about the type of 
information that is important to them and how 
they like to receive it. They also will have an 
opportunity to suggest ideas for improving 
communications at ODOT. 

ODOT conducted its last organization-wide 
communications survey in 1996. The survey 
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revealed that, while some areas of ODOT com- 
munications worked well, many employees felt 
that internal communications in particular were 
intermittent, incomplete and, at times, mislead- 
ing. The last survey consolidated input from 
employees, the general public and stakeholders. 
The May survey will focus entirely on ODOT 
employees. External audiences will have an 
opportunity to provide comment about ODOT 
communications through other surveys con- 
ducted later this year. 

The last survey resulted in a number of efforts 
to improve communications at ODOT. For 
example, 1-888-ASK-ODOT, the agency’s toll- 
free telephone line that connects the public with 
ODOT staff to answer questions and address 
concerns, came about as a result of input received 
during the last survey. The 1996 audit also was 
instrumental in beginning the popular Inside 
ODOT telephone news system, as well as greatly 
increasing the use of computers for communica- 
tion purposes. 

“While the overriding goal for the survey is to 


(Continued on page 6) 


Leader’s servers then process and redistribute the 
data to Project Team servers. Project Teams will 
be able to access both individual project sched- 
ules and their work load schedule on PC servers. 

Project Team updates have already been 
discontinued. The Project Systems Unit will work 
through the summer to build the scheduling server 
network. By Labor Day, we will be building and 
maintaining project schedules a new, simpler way. 

As this work is wrapping up, work on the 
long-term evaluation of our scheduling needs 
will begin. We will first need to assess the affects 
of the short-term changes. Within the following 
year, we should be able to evaluate how the 
system is performing and identify what the 
department needs in a scheduling system. 
Software evaluation should be completed about 
six months later, followed by a program to make 
any further changes. 

We are on our way to a simpler, less complex 
project scheduling system that should help 
deliver construction projects. If you have ques- 
tions or comments, please call me at 
503/986-3819. W 


Greenleaf to lead 
Transportation 
Development 


DOT’s approach to policy and planning 

issues caused Craig Greenleaf to apply for 
the Transportation Development Branch 
deputy director position, which he has filled 
since early May. 

“Compared to other states, Oregon takes a more 
sophisticated approach to managing the transpor- 
tation system well by advancing policies and taking 
maximum advantage of alternative mode oppor- 
tunities,” Greenleaf said. 

He cited recent work by ODOT staff, the 
Oregon Transportation Commission and stake- 
holders on issues such as access management, 
integration of transportation and land use, and 
major long-range plans. 

“T like the commitment to planning that I see at 
all levels of the organization,” he said. 

Greenleaf has worked with many aspects of city 
and state planning in both Oregon and Washing- 
ton. For the past five years, he has filled positions in 
Clark County, Wash., first as planning director and 
since July 1996 as community development 
director. He has a bachelor’s degree in economics. 

The Gladstone resident currently serves as vice- 
chair of the Oregon Dispute Resolution Commis- 
sion, which supports community dispute resolu- 
tion programs that deal with public decisions at 
the local, state and federal level. 

“Employing good dispute resolution tactics can 
decrease the number of issues dealt with through 
litigation and can resolve some issues early before 
they become problems,” Greenleaf said. 

Greenleaf fills the position held by Ron Schaadt, 
who has served as interim manager for the past 
two years. Director Grace Crunican recently 
appointed Schaadt to a newly established position 
of Transportation Development Branch assistant 
deputy director. 

Schaadt retains the phone number 503/986- 
4114. Greenleaf may be reached at 503/986-4163. 
(Written by Monte Turner, Transportation Development 
public information representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


La Grande shop shares know-how with students 


he La Grande Equipment 

Shop is usually filled with 
the sounds of air compressors, 
pneumatic tools, and diesel 
engines. But on April 29, the 
questions of more than 70 
high school students could be 
heard above the sounds of 
equipment during the second 
annual Career Day. 

The purpose of Career Day 
is twofold, according to Tim 
Olds, heavy equipment 
mechanic for the shop and 
the organizer of Career Day. 
Students interested in the 
industrial arts learn about 
career opportunities and hear 


from those that know that 
education is essential. 

Each area on the tour 
stressed the need for reading, 
writing, mathematics, elec- 
tronics, science and physics. 

“We missed out by not 
coming last year,” said Cove 
High School shop teacher 
Louise Squire. “I was im- 
pressed by the efficiency of 
the shop and the work you do 
here, but I am most impressed 
by the opportunities this 
offers students. This is by 
far the best and most 
comprehensive tour | 
have been on.” W 


Pat Tonole, heavy equipment operator, demonstrates a lathe with a laser attachment for 
Cove shop class students. 


Cam Gilmour 


Finance and Administration 
Deputy Director 


ongress has been working for months on a 

federal transportation funding package that 
would take the place of the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act, or ISTEA. Re- 
cently, both the House and Senate passed 
versions of the authorization bill. A conference 
committee has been convened to iron out the 
differences. 

As the discussion heats up in Washington, D.C., 
discussion 1s also heating up in Oregon about 
what the reauthorization of ISTEA might bring. 
Cam Gilmour, ODOT’s Deputy Director of 
Finance and Administration, shares with Mac 
McGowan of ODOT Public Affairs what Oregon 
can expect (or not expect) from the new federal 
funding bill. 

McGowan: What do both bills have in 
common, and how will the bills end up address- 
ing Oregon’s transportation needs? 

Gilmour: First of all, don’t count your 
chickens. Both bills seem to involve more federal 
funding. However when the bill comes out of 
the conference committee, it still has to go to 
both houses for passage, then on to the Presi- 
dent for his signature. Changes occur so rapidly 
that it is hard to get a handle on it. This is not 
just a highway bill. There is funding for transit, 
rail, transportation safety and other programs as 
well. 

McGowan: In addressing federal funding, 
while we have not had a revenue increase since 
ISTEA was enacted, we have had a good deal of 


A talk with Cam Gilmour 


Reauthorization of ISTEA 


flexibility in using certain funds under ISTEA. 
Will this continue? 

Gilmour: I want to say a word here about our 
Congressional Delegation. All five of our 
Representatives and both Senator Wyden and 
Senator Smith have been fighting hard to get 
funding to address Oregon's needs, and have 
also fought hard to keep flexibility of funding in 
the ISTEA reauthorization bill. 

So far, it looks as if most programs in the 
original act will remain, which means that the 
flexibility built into ISTEA will be there as well. 
For example, Surface Transportation Program 
(STP) funds can be used for both transit capital 
and highways. 

McGowan: How will Oregon decide how to 
use this flexibility at the state level? 

Gilmour: The Oregon Transportation 
Commission and the State Legislature make 
decisions about projects that appear in the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Pro- 
gram (STIP). The Oregon Transportation Plan, 
the State Highway Plan and the STIP guide the 
long and short-range planning for Oregon’s 
transportation infrastructure. We as a state must 
set our priorities, because when you compare 
needs to revenues, it is obviously impossible to 
get to all the needs. 

The Highway Plan is going through the final 
stages of being updated, and it speaks to the 
needs on the state highway system. The revised 
Highway Plan will change how we look at 
highways. It identifies freight corridors, commu- 
nity livability and economic development and 
how they will be served by future projects. The 
STIP is Oregon’s priority guide to specific 
transportation projects. 

No matter where the needs lie, in rail, air, 
transit or highways, there is and always will be a 
sizeable funding shortfall. Realistically, even 
with a significant increase in federal funding 
over a six-year period, most of that increase will 
end up addressing operation, maintenance, and 
preservation, protecting our investment in the 
existing highway system. These needs take 


precedence over adding capacity. 

McGowan: What about new technologies? 
How do they fit in? 

Gilmour: Both ISTEA bills address Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS) as a method to 
better manage existing surface transportation. 
Systems such as Weigh-In-Motion for trucks, 
traffic cameras hooked to the internet, reader 
boards, and emergency response vehicles get 
traffic flowing efficiently, enhancing the safety 
and capacity of the system. 

McGowan: What is the bottom line on 
funding? 

Gilmour: | think we are going to end up with 
something more than we had before. The 
discussion to this point has been how to spend 
down the Highway Trust Fund to a reasonable 
level and still meet balanced budget require- 
ments. The budget will be the toughest hurdle, 
because transportation is competing for funds 
against other top issues such as Social Security 
and education. Any increase for transportation 
must be offset somewhere else. 

The questions still remains ‘how much?’ In a 
few months we'll know, and we will have to 
adapt speedily. Director Crunican is being 
extremely cautious. She doesn’t want to be 
speculative until the ink is on the paper, the 
mallet hits the wood. 

McGowan: What is ODOT’s strategy? 

Gilmour: The main issue for ODOT is to be 
poised and ready to take advantage of every 
funding opportunity. If more funding becomes 
available, we will have to ‘ramp up’ our opera- 
tions to take advantage of obligated funding 
quickly. We will have to do that within existing 
staffing levels, so it will place more pressure on 
everyone in the organization. 

If we have a spike in funding nationwide, we 
may find Oregon is competing with other states 
for contractors to do the work within the 
allotted time. However, ODOT has demon- 
strated remarkable flexibility and resourceful- 
ness in the past when dealing with changes in 
federal funding. VW 
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Appointments 


As of March. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
Services. 

Christine Anderson, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Terri Barczak, program technician 2, Salem. 

John Bice, engineering specialist 1, Ontario. 

Ryan Brown, right-of-way agent/entry, Salem. 

David Brugger, transportation services repre- 
sentative 1, Sherwood. 

Fransisca Cabrera, transportation services 
representative 1, Ontario. 

Christina Davis, office specialist 1, Pendleton. 

Craig Dean, highway maintenance specialist, 
Warrenton. 

Angelina Druliner, transportation services 
representative 1, Baker City. 

Robbie Earon, right-of-way agent/entry, Salem. 

Deborah Elliott, data entry operator, Salem. 

Richard Fawcett, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Rose Lodge. 

David Fletcher, transportation engineer 1, 
Central Point. 
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Promotions 


As of March. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
and Support Services. 


Correction to last month’s promotions: 


Mike Wertz, carpenter to trades maintenance 
coordinator, Milwaukie. 


David Ammons, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, to principal executive/manager B, 
Hermiston. 

David Austin, highway maintenance worker to 
highway maintenance specialist, The Dalles. 

Aaron Beal, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry to highway maintenance specialist, 
Corvallis. 

Darel Capps, fiscal coordinator 2 to principal 
executive/manager C. Salem. 

David DeMarco, program technician | to 
management analyst 3, Salem. 

William Edmunson, transportation engineer 1 
to transportation engineer 2, Coquille. 

Andrea Gaona, public service representative 3 to 
administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Rebecca Hampton, management analyst 3, 
principal executive/manager C, Salem. 

Patricia Issel, transportation services represen- 
tative 2 to principal executive/manager A, 
Hermiston. 

Thomas Jordan, data entry operator to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 


Your Opinion Counts! 
Share your communication 


concerns (Continued from page 4) 


improve ODOT communications, an important 
objective is to increase the number of employees 
who complete and return the survey. When the 
1996 survey was conducted, only 29 percent of 
our employees participated. This year, we would 
like to see that number rise considerably,” 
Cooney said. W 
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Greg French, fiscal coordinator 1, Salem. 

Paula Germany, transportation services repre- 
sentative 2, Woodburn. 

Barry Giffin, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Bend. 

Patricia Gottfried, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Lisa Harms, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Randy Heuer, investigator 3, Salem. 

Michael Higuera, revenue agent 3, Salem. 

Oscar Horna, transportation services represen- 
tative 1, Hillsboro. 

Kimberly Hull, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Cherie Jameison, office specialist 1, Portland. 

Kathleen Laborico, administrative specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Leah Lopez, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Portland. 

Jai Maddox, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Nikki McFadden, public service representative 
3, Salem. 

Vicki Merck, program technician 1, Salem. 

Kellee Mikulcik, office specialist 2, Salem. 


Theresa Kingsley, data entry operator to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Jennifer Lara, personnel officer 1 to personnel 
officer 2, Salem. 

Dorothy Larson, accountant 1 to accountant 2, 
Salem. 

Charles Longfield, Jr., engineering specialist 3 to 
associate transportation engineer, Hermiston. 

Darlene Maddux, associate transportation 
engineer to transportation engineer 1, 
Portland. 

Kimberly McCallister, office specialist 2 to 
administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Brent Merriman, engineering specialist 2 to 
engineering specialist 3, Hermiston. 

Eric Moore, program technician 1 to program 
technician 2, Salem. 

Bruce Patterson, transportation engineer 2 to 
transportation engineer 3, Salem. 

Christopher Phelps, public service representa- 
tive 3 to administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Nancy Raynor, office assistant to office specialist 
2, Salem. 

Robert Reed, highway maintenance specialist to 
highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Condon. 

Brenda Sparks, engineering specialist 2 to 
associate transportation engineer, Roseburg. 

Susan Taylor, office assistant 2 to data entry 
operator, Salem. 


Thomas Morawski, information systems 
specialist 7, Salem. 

Rick Parsons, investigator 3, Salem. 

Chamnong Pataburi, data entry operator, Salem. 

Jennifer Petite, data entry operator, Salem. 

Carolyn Rogers, right-of-way agent 2, Roseburg. 

Charlene Rossi, public service representative 3, 
Salem. ; 

Jennifer Smith, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Mark Stewart, engineering specialist 1, Ontario. 

Belinda Vanveldhuizen, public service represen- 
tative 3, Salem. 

Margaret Weil, program technician 2, Salem. 

John Wade, program technician 1, Salem. 

Karen White, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Marc Williams, principal/executive manager D, 
Salem. 

Bonita Williamsen, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Farsad Yazdydost, transportation engineer 1, 
Salem. 

Scott Young, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 


Catherine Toledo, office assistant 2 to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Robert Walter, engineering specialist 1 to 
engineering specialist 2, Hermiston. 

Colleen Watts, transportation services represen- 
tative 1 to transportation services office 
leader, Burns. 

Darbie Whitebread, engineering specialist 3 to 
associate transportation engineer, Hermiston. 

Michael Wolfe, Jr., executive analyst 4 to princi- 
pal executive/manager F, Salem. 


Retirements 


As of March. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
and Support Services Section. 


Susan Vernon, principal executive/manager 
A, Astoria, retired in April after 23 years of 
service. 


Obituaries 


Ed Morelock, retired in 1968 after 39 years 
of service, died April 7 in Corvallis. He was 94. 


Sac award( 


As of April. Last month’s TranScript printed the 
May Service Award list. 


25 years 


William Gaige, highway maintenance specialist, 
The Dalles. 

Anthony George, Jr., principal executive/ 
manager D, Hermiston. 

Terry Kimpel, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Portland. 

Craig Markham, environmental program 
coordinator 2, Salem. 

Neal Walker, highway maintenance specialist, 
Chemult. 


20 years 


Andrew Anderson, principal executive/manager 
B, Moro. 

Kenneth Black, highway maintenance specialist, 
Ontario. 

Lorraine Butler, program technician 1, Salem. 

Virginia Cain, transportation services represen- 
tative 2, Portland. 

Sherry Lauer, personnel officer 1, Salem. 


in 


Grants Pass Maintenance —from Michael 
Romick, Oregon Caves Company, Cave Junction. “I 
would like to pass along a load of thanks to the crew 
for the expedient attention to the repairs to High- 
way 46 near the Oregon Caves. Again, thank you for 
rectifying the problem so quickly and we hope, no 
offense, that there won't be any need to see your crews 
up here again for a long while. Unless, of course they 
are coming as visitors.” 

_ Woodburn POE Registration staff — from 
DellSite Excavating. “Thank you for your help and 
information you provided us; it was much appreci- 
ated. You are all very professional and do a wonder- 
ful job. Keep up the good work.” 

Paula Burgess — Salem, from Lt. Mark Cotter, 
Oregon State Police. “The Western Region Dispatch 
Center had received a report that a possible intoxi- 
cated driver had sideswiped another vehicle on High- 
way 22 near Detroit and that the vehicle was now 
stopped at the side of the road. The closest trooper 
was en route from the Salem area. ODOT arrived on 
the scene while the trooper was still over 30 minutes 
away. The vehicle had left, but the description was 
relayed to the WRDC. Ms. Burgess was the ODOT 
dispatcher involved and she was instrumental in 
quickly relaying the information to the trooper. If 
Ms. Burgess had not quickly and accurately relayed 
the information, the suspect vehicle very likely would 
not have been located. Instead, the driver was arrested 
and charged with DUII” 

Melody Bywater — Salem, from John Radford, 
administrator of the State Controller’s Division. 
“During this effort (1998 Governor’s Food Drive), 
you volunteered to lead a significant number of state 
agencies in the design and development of fund rais- 
ing activities to collect food donations for commu- 
nity food banks. Thank you for your support and 
the leadership you provided to this important state- 
wide project. The Governor’s Food Drive would not 
have been successful without you.” 

Laura Hopewell — Salem, from Jaci Orton, Com- 
bined Transport, Central Point. Laura helped Ms. 
Orton with a series of motor carrier transactions. 


Reed Mortenson, highway maintenance worker, 
Astoria. 

Edward Myers, engineering specialist 2, Salem. 

Jeff Pollock, laborer 2, Portland. 

Richard Small, associate transportation 
engineer, Central Point. 


15 years 

Leslie Bond, highway maintenance specialist, 
Newport. 

Noel Chase, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem. 

Melinda Griffith, highway maintenance specialist, 
Troutdale. 

John Johnson, associate transportation engineer, 
Salem. 

Richard Lucero, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem. 

Cyndi Moore, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Thaddest Reynolds, principal executive/manager 
B, Gresham. 

Richard Scanlan, construction project 
manager 1, Salem. 


Craig Bennett, engineering specialist 3, La 
Grande. 


“This is not the first time Laura has helped me or 
other people in my company. She is a wonderful per- 
son to work with, and if I ever have a question, I 
know that she can answer it for me.” 

Fred Eberle — Portland, from Tom Wilson, 
Linnton Neighborhood Association. “I would very 
strongly like to nominate Fred Eberle for your ‘Role 
Model for Working with a Neighborhood’ award. If 
you don’t have one of those, would you please start 
one? If more people could be like Fred, things would 
run much smoother.” 

Rich Bailey — Salem, from the Alliance for Com- 
munity Traffic Safety in Oregon, Oregon City. “We 
are sending our congratulations and appreciation for 
the Team Safety volunteers’ outstanding educational 
work in promoting traffic safety. By using race cars 
and involving race car drivers in presenting the safety 
messages to children, we know you are getting the 
students’ attention and making a difference.” 

Kathryn Ryan — Corvallis, from John Jelden, 
Depoe Bay. “On behalf of myself and the other resi- 
dents of the Pacific Palisades Community at Lincoln 
Beach, this is a big thank you. We express apprecia- 
tion for the prompt action resulting in locating two 
street lights near the intersection of U.S. 101 and 
Sundown Street. Again, a big Thank You to you and 
the others who cooperated in this accomplishment.” 

Bob Wright, Jeff Fulton and Bob Drinkwater — 
Burns, from ACTS Oregon Child Safety Seat Re- 
source Center, Oregon City. “We would like to rec- 
ognize the hard work and enthusiastic involvement 
of the Burns Area Maintenance staff for the Safety 
Seat Check-up Clinic. This was a true collaborative 
community effort. Altogether 19 seats were checked 
with all 19 needing some correction and two new 
parent seat installation demonstrations were done. 
This is the first check-up clinic where ODOT staff 
were trained and assisted in the seat checks. It was 
very much appreciated!” 

Paul Rich— Northeast Portland DMV, from Jean 
Afuso, Portland. “Paul is most respectful of every 
person; kind, understanding, and a true leader of 
public service. He is making a difference. We need 


George Bertels, principal executive/manager D, 
La Grande. 

James Bollman, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Everett Carroll, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Grants Pass. 

John Crager, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Canyonville. 

Julie Freeman, accounting technician 2, Salem. 

Norma Kearney, associate transportation 
engineer, Salem. 

Daniel Kerr, highway maintenance worker, 
Salem. 

Ardith McIntyre, accounting technician 3, Salem. 

Hang Reede, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Jonathan Reimer, information systems specialist 
4, Salem. 

Kelly Retzman, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Robert Sechler, engineering specialist 2, 
Roseburg. 

Charles Sexton, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

William Wilder, highway maintenance specialist, 
Davis Slough. 

Carol Wiscarson, transportation services repre- 
sentative 2, Salem. 

Anthony Wiseman, highway maintenance 
specialist, Humbug. 


more people like him.” 

Randy Palmer — Beaverton DMV, from John 
Fortner, Computer Management Services, Inc. “T 
want to extend my sincere thanks. I’ve had the privi- 
lege of working with him on a very difficult situa- 
tion that required a level of commitment and ser- 
vice that is usually found only in rare individuals. 
Randy’s attitude and professionalism is, no doubt, 
an invaluable credit to your organization.” 

Mary Jane Mathews — Dallas DMV, from Sylvia 
Nickel, Portland. “Mary Jane was most gracious in 
handling my visit to that facility — very efficient, 
very kind, very patient.” 

Toni Markley — Grants Pass DMV, from June 
Tagliere. “Toni was very professional; respectful yet 
firm, helpful and informative, and most of all, pa- 
tient. Her assistance was much appreciated.” 

Norm Cooper — Portland, from Gary Gilbert, 
Director of Enforcement Division of the Washing- 
ton State Liquor Control Board. Norm was instru- 
mental in helping the board seize a truck filled with 
contraband cigarettes. “If not for the quick action of 
Mr. Cooper, we would not have known the truck 
had been moved, and we could have very easily 
missed this shipment of contraband cigarettes.” 

Cglinda Baker —Portland, from Nanci James, 
Portland. “She was the most helpful and patient 
DMV employee I have ever encountered. She was 
courteous, helpful, patient and understanding. She 
went out of her way to accommodate us.” 

Barbara Kurtz — St. Helens, from Stewart 
Sinclair, Warren. “I did a title transfer at our St. Helens 
DMV, and what a surprise to find an Express Win- 
dow! What an improvement. It was very much ap- 
preciated.” 

Eric Fosgard— Portland, from Laurel Wentworth 
and John Gilliam, Portland Office of Transportation. 
“Thank you for helping us deliver city council’s ap- 
proval of the Sandy Boulevard Improvement Project. 
This project has taken a lot of personal initiative on 
your part to gain consensus both internally at ODOT 
and externally from the Parkrose Business Associa- 
tion.” 
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ODOT report focuses on freight movement 


A recently completed report on Oregon freight 
concerns frames some of the questions that 
will be addressed in a more comprehensive freight 
study to be developed by the Planning Section 
during the next six months. 

“The report is intended to help provide a 
better understanding of barriers, obstacles, and 
bottlenecks associated with congestion and 
physical conditions that adversely affect the 
movement of freight,” said Steve Kale, a Planning 
Section economist who wrote the document. 
“There’s a perception that in the past ODOT has 
focused attention on movement of people, but 
not as much on freight movements.” 

The report is based on interviews with more 
than 50 private companies and public entities 
such as port districts. Additional information was 
gathered through informal conversations, 


published planning documents, and from ODOT 
district managers, region planners, and other 
knowledgeable parties. 

The report considers origin to destination 
movement on roads, rail and waterways or 
through the air or pipelines. 

The segment on roads finds that congestion 
and poor physical condition of transportation 
routes contribute to concerns about movements 
to and from ports, truck-rail intermodal yards, 
distribution facilities and manufacturing plants. 
Congestion is perceived to be a major concern in 
the Portland area and in selected other areas such 
as Bend. Physical conditions that create concern 
include pavement that is in poor condition, 
bridges that are too low or narrow or cannot 
safely accommodate truck weights, or curves that 
are too sharp to safely handle large trucks. 


Tribes and region address cultural understanding 


government agencies, wanting to work with us,” 
Clements said. “But, we’re committed to working 
out a partnership with ODOT first, because you 
asked.” 

While both organizations felt they were on the 
right track, neither was ready for a formal 
agreement in March. 

“At the staff level we’ve achieved a stronger 
working relationship and increased the 
knowledge level of both organizations. Now, it’s 
up to the leaders of both groups to resolve those 
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issues that take more than a handshake or a 
phone call,” Macnab said. 

While more formal agreements are being 
worked out, the emphasis at the staff level will be 
on bringing specific groups together to address 
special issues, continuing to strengthen cultural 
understanding, and in looking for future 
opportunities to work together. (Written by 
Laurie Gould, Region 4 public information 
representative, 541/388-6224.) W 
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The rail portion of the report states that 
congestion and inadequate infrastructure 
contribute to lost or delayed freight shipments, 
shortages of rail cars, increased truck traffic and 
motor vehicle congestion. Rail-related congestion 
is greatest in Portland. Oregon’s short line 
railroads generally experience the greatest 
physical condition problems. 

Waterways supporting freight transportation 
face reduction or elimination of federal support 
for dredging. This may adversely affect freight 
shipments from Oregon’s coastal ports. 
Drawdowns of water levels to enhance salmon 
migration or habitat may adversely affect barge 
traffic on the Columbia River upstream from 
Portland, while channel deepening to 
accommodate larger ships is an issue on the lower 
Columbia. 

The report notes that roads connecting 
Portland International Airport freight facilities 
with major highways are becoming more 
congested. Physical facilities at several of Oregon’s 
airports may not be adequate to accommodate 
anticipated increases in air traffic. 

Kale said that a full study will develop better 
data on recent and future freight volumes, 
identify existing and future key freight corridors 
statewide, and document the economic 
importance of freight mobility. 

For more information, contact Kale at 503/ 
986-4130. (Written by Monte Turner, 
Transportation Development public information 
representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


